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(2) Records for real property and 
equipment acquired with Federal funds 
shall be retained for 3 years after final 
disposition. 

(3) When records are transferred to or 
maintained by the DoD Component 
that made the award, the 3-year reten-
tion requirement is not applicable to 
the recipient. 

(4) Indirect cost rate proposals, cost 
allocations plans, and related records, 
for which retention requirements are 
specified in § 34.42(g). 

(c) Copies of original records may be 
substituted for the original records if 
authorized by the grants officer. 

(d) The grants officer shall request 
that recipients transfer certain records 
to DoD Component custody when he or 
she determines that the records possess 
long term retention value. However, in 
order to avoid duplicate recordkeeping, 
a grants officer may make arrange-
ments for recipients to retain any 
records that are continuously needed 
for joint use. 

(e) DoD Components, the Inspector 
General, Comptroller General of the 
United States, or any of their duly au-
thorized representatives, have the 
right of timely and unrestricted access 
to any books, documents, papers, or 
other records of recipients that are per-
tinent to the awards, in order to make 
audits, examinations, excerpts, tran-
scripts and copies of such documents. 
This right also includes timely and rea-
sonable access to a recipient’s per-
sonnel for the purpose of interview and 
discussion related to such documents. 
The rights of access in this paragraph 
are not limited to the required reten-
tion period, but shall last as long as 
records are retained. 

(f) Unless required by statute, no 
DoD Component shall place restric-
tions on recipients that limit public ac-
cess to the records of recipients that 
are pertinent to an award, except when 
the DoD Component can demonstrate 
that such records shall be kept con-
fidential and would have been exempt-
ed from disclosure pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 
552) if the records had belonged to the 
DoD Component making the award. 

(g) Indirect cost proposals, cost allo-
cation plans, and other cost accounting 
documents (such as documents related 

to computer usage chargeback rates), 
along with their supporting records, 
shall be retained for a 3-year period, as 
follows: 

(1) If a recipient is required to submit 
an indirect-cost proposal, cost alloca-
tion plan, or other computation to the 
cognizant Federal agency, for purposes 
of negotiating an indirect cost rate or 
other rates, the 3-year retention period 
starts on the date of the submission. 
This retention requirement also applies 
to subrecipients submitting similar 
documents for negotiation to the re-
cipient. 

(2) If the recipient or the subrecipient 
is not required to submit the docu-
ments or supporting records for negoti-
ating an indirect cost rate or other 
rates, the 3-year retention period for 
the documents and records starts at 
the end of the fiscal year (or other ac-
counting period) covered by the pro-
posal, plan, or other computation. 

(h) If the information described in 
this section is maintained on a com-
puter, recipients shall retain the com-
puter data on a reliable medium for the 
time periods prescribed. Recipients 
may transfer computer data in ma-
chine readable form from one reliable 
computer medium to another. Recipi-
ents’ computer data retention and 
transfer procedures shall maintain the 
integrity, reliability, and security of 
the original computer data. Recipients 
shall also maintain an audit trail de-
scribing the data transfer. For the 
record retention time periods pre-
scribed in this section, recipients shall 
not destroy, discard, delete, or write 
over such computer data. 

TERMINATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

§ 34.50 Purpose of termination and en-
forcement. 

Sections 34.51 through 34.53 set forth 
uniform procedures for suspension, ter-
mination, enforcement, and disputes. 

§ 34.51 Termination. 

(a) Awards may be terminated in 
whole or in part only in accordance 
with one of the following: 

(1) By the grants officer, if a recipi-
ent materially fails to comply with the 
terms and conditions of an award. 
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